
 

 

 

This newsletter will be sent to your inbox quarterly and aims to keep you updated with NGA’s activities 
and also share opportunities within the accountancy profession. Whether you are; thinking about 
pursuing accountancy, currently studying an accounting qualification whilst working, or a qualified 

accountant - this newsletter is for you! 
 
 

If you would like to unsubscribe, please respond to this email to let us know.  

Hello from the NGA 
team! 

 
 
 

Hello all, we hope the first 6 months of 2019 have gone well for you! 
 
We would like to congratulate all of those who have passed AAT, ACCA, CIMA or ACA 
exams during the first half of the year! Good luck to those who have recently sat exams or 
who have ones coming up in the next few months. 
 
Following our #MyAccountancyJourney launch event last December at PwC, the first half of 
2019 has been very busy for NGA! Check out our updates below. 
 

Recap of NGA Launch 
in November 2018 

 
 
 
 

#MyAccountancyJourney Launch Event 
We held our launch event, #MyAccountancyJourney, at 
PwC last December where we heard from 10 speakers 
from a range of firms including Goldman Sachs, Barclays 
Brookfield Asset Management, the ICAEW and more. 
They shared how their careers had evolved after 
becoming a qualified accountant and were from a variety 
of accounting backgrounds including ACA, ACCA and 
CIMA. The event welcomed 80+ attendees and we 
received feedback stating that people left the event feeling 
empowered to take action within their own career. 
 
We would like to give a special thank you to all the speakers on the evening! 
 
 
 
 
#MyAccountancyJourney Social Media Campaign 
During the build up to our launch event, we kick started our 
#MyAccountancyJourney social media campaign which has 
profiled 10 qualified accountants so far in an aim to inspire 
more ethnic minorities to consider accountancy as a career. 
The campaign also showcases the different routes and career 
journeys within the profession. Let us know if you would like to 
be profiled! 
 
Pleas support this campaign by sharing our posts using our 
social media links below! 
 



 

Pillar 1: Prospective 
accounting qualification 
students 

 
 
 
 

Prior to 2019 we attended the UCL BAME Networking Evening and also spoke at the Urban 
Synergy Role Model seminar session at Sedgehill Secondary School in Lewisham to advise 
students on how to pursue a career in accountancy. Anyone at any stage in their career can 
take part in Urban Synergy’s role model seminars and they are a great way to support young 
people within our local communities. You can sign up here: https://bit.ly/2JrmHeu  
 
 
NGA Workshops at the University of Nottingham 
In February, we held two NGA workshops at the University of 
Nottingham as part of their Springboard Project. One session on 
personal branding and the other on strengths and weaknesses. 
It was great to see so many students actively participate in these 
workshops! 
 
 
Boosting Economic Literacy with the Economy Charity 
In July, we took part in two panel sessions held by the Economy 
charity, which were “Why is economics such a powerful subject” 
and “Careers in Accountancy”. Other panelists included Emma 
Murphy (Bank of England), Ben Pringle (HM Treasury), Dara 
Latinwo (Deloitte), Vincent Egunlae (Grant Thornton) and 
Chilufya Mulenga (Chair of the ICAEW London Student Society). 
These sessions were delivered to students from Tower Hamlets, 
Brixton and Newham who all delivered positive feedback. Find 
out more about the event from ICAEW Caroline Kearns’ article 
here: https://bit.ly/30nAvfA  
 
Economy are a charity which aim to make economics more understandable and relatable to 
all. More information on the Economy charity here: https://www.ecnmy.org/about/  

Pillar 2: Accounting 
qualification students 

 
 

NGA Social  
In April, we held a social at The Aviary in London where we enjoyed drinks, sharing 
opportunities and networking whilst overlooking London’s skyline. Professionals from Habito, 
UHY Hacker Young, Societe Generale, Shawbrook Bank attended plus many more. We look 
forward to seeing you all at our next social! 
 
 
How to Pass the ACA  
CABA is the wellbeing charity which supports ICAEW students and 
members. We have been working with them to write blog content 
in order to provide our best tips on how to pass an accounting 
qualification whilst working at the same time.  
 
Check it out here: https://bit.ly/2YQnpXW  
 
 
Our #MentalHealthAwarenessWeek Vlogs with CABA charity 
Studying for an accounting qualification and pursuing a career at the same time is not easy! 
That’s why for #MentalHealthAwarenessWeek we organised a vlogging session with CABA 
where we discussed a range of topics related to mental health. Check out the vlogs below! 
 
How to cope with exam failure: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffzAidNWu6s  
How do you maintain good mental health: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgTD0LH7mxo  
How do you take care of your wellbeing: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fHaPHZc9sd8 
 
 
Career Vlogging  
In March and April, NGA teamed up with Honest Voice to produce 
career vlogs with the aim of helping students from diverse 
backgrounds choose a career path. Please email us if you would 
like to get involved! All vlogs will be released from September 
onwards. Find out more about Honest Voice here: 
https://www.honestvoice.co.uk/  
 
 
 
 



 

Pillar 3: Qualified 
accountants 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justine Greening MP’s Social Mobility Pledge 
In March, the NGA team were honoured to be invited to the ICAEW’s signing of the Social 
Mobility Pledge and meet with Former UK Secretary of State for Education, Justine Greening 
MP, to discuss NGA’s future plans. The pledge is a cross-party campaign to improve social 
mobility in the UK and aims to give disadvantaged young people the opportunity to succeed in 
business and the professions by connecting them with high-quality work experience and 
mentoring. More information on the Social Mobility Pledge here:  
https://www.socialmobilitypledge.org/ 
 
“I’m qualified - now what?” Event 
In May, we held our third event which built upon our #MyAccountancyJourney event. This 
involved in depth conversations with two finance professionals. 
Mitan Patel - International FP&A Professional at AMC Networks and 
Stephen Adegasoye -Head of Finance at Hackajob who shared their 
inspiring career journeys and lessons learnt. We also heard from 
Talentedge recruiters who provided top tips on finding and securing 
accounting jobs. We also streamed the full event on our instagram 
page to include our members located outside of London. Thank you 
to all the insightful speakers on the evening! 
 
Accounting and Tax Advice for Entrepreneurs 
In February, the NGA team were excited to be invited to mentor at the 
Foundervine ‘Startup 54: The Future of Finance’ event in collaboration 
with Monzo! We were able to share bespoke accounting and tax 
advice with underrepresented entrepreneurs. Are you interested in 
starting your own business? If so, find out more about Foundervine 
here: https://www.foundervine.com/  
 
ICAEW Interview and CV Clinic 
There was a great turn out to the “ACA What’s Next” event in June. We ran an oversubscribed 
interview and CV clinic to provide tops and advice on how to best market your skills after 
completing an accounting qualification. We would definitely encourage all recently qualified 
ACAs to attend the next “ACA What’s Next” event for expert tips! 
 
NGA Recognition – President’s Dinner and the WeAreTheCity Awards 
We were honoured to be invited to the ICAEW President’s Dinner by 
Paul Aplin in June as recognition for the work we do to promote 
diversity within the accountancy profession. Additionally our Chair, 
Monique Malcolm-Hay, won the WeAreTheCity Rising Star in 
Professional Services award in July. It’s great to see diversity being 
championed within the accounting profession! 
 
ICAEW Leadership in the Digital Age 
We rounded up some of our NGA members and attended the “Leadership 
in a Digital Age” event at the Chartered Accountants Hall. A key message 
from the workshop was to learn to be ok with failure as this will be essential 
when adopting new unfamiliar technologies within our teams. We might not 
get it right at first but if we don’t try, we will never learn! Thank you to those 
who joined us at the workshop! 
 
House of Lords Debate 
A few of our NGA team and members were invited to the House of 
Lords to a debate, held by Lord Michael Hastings and YDWC, about 
whether quotas are a good way to increase workplace diversity. The 
end vote showed that the majority were in favour of quotas.  
More information about YDWC here: http://www.ydwc.org/  
Watch a snippet from the debate here: https://bit.ly/2xJvphq  

NGA activities outside 
of London 

 

Following our talk at the ICAEW Diversity Breakfast in Leeds last 
November where we delivered a presentation to senior leaders from 
PwC, EY and Channel 4 on how to make the profession more diverse, 
we have been busy building momentum in the regions! 
 
 
Leeds: Careers Session at the Grammar School in Leeds  
In June, we held a careers session at the Grammar School at Leeds to advise students on 
how to pursue a career in accountancy. Please contact us if you know of a school in Leeds 
which would like us to deliver a session! 



 

Interview with PwC 
Partner, Teresa Owusu-
Adjei 

 

Interview with PwC’s First Black Female Partner, Teresa Owusu-Adjei 
 
The NGA team interviewed Teresa who has over 20 years’ experience advising global asset 
managers and has had a fulfilling career at PwC.  She was also the first black woman to 
become a PwC UK partner in 2008. 
 
1) Please tell us a bit about your background 
 
I hold three main roles: 

• I'm the FS (Financial Services) Tax Client and Markets Leader for PwC UK. My job 
is to set up client and market strategies and ensure we execute them. 

• I'm an Asset Management Tax Partner by profession and the Global Lead Tax 
Relationship Partner for one of the firm's biggest accounts. 

• Two years ago, I was elected by my fellow partners to sit on the UK governance 
supervisory board. Our role is to guide the management board.  

 
2) Which qualifications do you hold? 
 
When I was applying to university, I was really interested in studying Chemistry, but my dad 
wanted me to study Maths. So after much thought, I decided to compromise and study both! 
Southampton was the only university at the time which offered a joint honours in both subjects. 
My dad was adamant that pursuing Maths at university was important - I have three siblings 
and out of the four of us, three have completed Maths degrees.  
 
At the time, I genuinely had no idea what I wanted to do career-wise. I thought I was going to 
be a scientist, but I was better at the theory rather than the practical. I then read that a career 
as a Tax Accountant was good for people who had an analytical mind and enjoyed working 
with people. As a result, I decided to pursue a career in FS Tax and I have now spent my entire 
career doing this.  
 
I studied for the ACA qualification and the paper I enjoyed the most was the Case Study 
because you get a real insight into different businesses. Being a Tax Partner is not about doing 
law or the technical stuff; understanding the commercial side is just as important. I have 
recently become a fellow of the ICAEW because I have been a member for more than 10 years 
meaning I will have FCA after my name, instead of ACA. 
 
To pursue a career in Tax, you can study any degree at university. I wanted to do the ACA 
because I wanted a wider business qualification that would give me the ability to do different 
things.   
 
3) What advice would you give to someone wanting to progress to the top of their 
organisation? 
 
I would say be prepared to do 4 main things: 
 

• Work hard 
• Create relationships with people 
• Differentiate yourself (i.e. What's the added value that you bring? When you are 

amongst really talented people, what is it about you that is different?) 
• Manage your career (i.e. No one is going to drive your career for you. Consistently 

think what's next, not just in terms of progression but also in terms of your skillset.) 
 
Thank you Teresa for your insightful words! 

Hot topics within the 
accounting profession 
 
 

Life after BHS, Carillion & Patisserie Valerie: Is there light at the end of the tunnel for 
audit? 
Great Accountancy Age article about the future of audit. Our NGA member, Robert Collings, 
was quoted in the article on the following: "With so much technology around it starts to become 
realistic that auditors can actually review 100% of transactions, not manually, but using 
technology". Read the full article here: https://lnkd.in/dKSPB_i  

Opportunities  
 

The UK’s First Economics Degree Apprenticeship 
Are you a school student currently considering your next steps? 
Check out this opportunity to have a job, a career and, while you work, you earn towards a 
full economics degree at the University of Kent! 
https://bit.ly/2LghEzv  
 
 



 

Quantico are searching for recently qualified accountants 
Quantico is looking for recently qualified accountants to join its fast growing team. Quantico 
provides a fully outsourced finance function to small businesses. Email us if you’re interested 
in applying for a role! https://www.quanticofinancial.com/jobs  
 
PwC Middle East 
There are a number of opportunities available within the PwC Middle East firm. Feel free to 
reach out to Monique Malcolm-Hay (moniquemalcolmhay@gmail.com), who can provide 
more information. 
 
Mogul News App  
Do you read the Financial Times, The Economist or Bloomberg Business? If so, check out 
this app which gives access to all the above publishers for 6.99 GBP per month! You can 
subscribe using the following link if you want to trial it for free for 7 days: 
https://mgln.ws/Monique  

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Weil in partnership with Success Talks and Board Apprentice present “Influence in the 
Board Room” 
This event will explore what is needed to secure a seat on a for-profit board and discuss how 
you can position yourself for such opportunities in the future. Speakers include Dr Margaret 
Casely-Hayford CBE, Yvonne Bajela and more. 
 
Date: Thursday 11 July 2019  
Time: 7pm – 10pm 
Location: 110 Fetter Lane, London, EC4A 1AY  
Register: https://influenceintheboardroom.eventbrite.co.uk  
 
Fireside Chat with ICAEW President Fiona Wilkinson, BA FCA 
Fiona wants her role to be as an ambassador for inclusion in accountancy and to ensure the 
profession is fit for the future. At this fireside chat, Fiona will engage younger members and 
lead a discussion on her aims and ambitions.  
 
Date: Tuesday 16 July 2019  
Time: 6.30pm – 9pm 
Location: Chartered Accountants Hall, One Moorgate Place, EC2R 6EA  
Register: https://lnkd.in/eH2f4SZ  
 
Routes into Accountancy 
This event will be aimed at school and university students and we will be exploring the different 
routes in to accountancy – keep a look out on our social media channels for more information. 
 
Date: Thursday 5 September 2019  
Time: 6.30pm – 9pm 
Location: PwC, 1 Embankment Place, London, WC2N 6RH  
Register: To be released in August 2019 

NGA Success Story 
 

NGA member secured an accounting internship in Dubai! 
We saw one of our NGA members, Kanishka, who is a college student 
from London, secure an accounting internship in Dubai! She said she was 
inspired after attending our first event in December where she heard about 
our co-founder, Monique Malcolm-Hay’s, experiences undertaking an 
international secondment in the Middle East. Congratulations Kanishka! 

Connect with us 
 

Whatsapp: Please respond to this email if you would like to join our whatsapp group 
Twitter: @NewGenAccount 
Instagram: @NewGenAccountants 
LinkedIn: New Gen Accountants 

NGA Team! 
Please reach out to us if you 
have any questions or concerns 
– we are here to help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Obi 
Pillar 1 
Co-lead 
 

Dami 
Pillar 2 
Co-lead 

Aaron 
Pillar 3 
Co-lead 

Sohan 
Pillar 2 
Co-lead 

Alice 
Pillar 3 
Co-lead 

Aisha 
Regional 
Lead 

Monique  
Chair & Comms 
Lead 
Pillar 1 Co-lead 


