
 
 

This newsletter will be sent to your inbox quarterly and aims to keep you updated with NGA’s activities 
and also share opportunities within the accountancy profession. Whether you are; thinking about 
pursuing accountancy, currently studying an accounting qualification whilst working, or a qualified 

accountant - this newsletter is for you! 
 

If you would like to unsubscribe, please respond to this email to let us know.  

Hello from the NGA 
team! 

 
 

Hello all, we hope the last quarter has gone well for you and we wish you all the best for the 
last three months of this decade! 
 
We would like to congratulate all of those who have passed AAT, ATT, ACCA, CIMA, CTA or 
ACA exams recently! Good luck to those who have who have exams coming up in the next few 
months. 
 
Please check out our latest NGA updates below and let us know if you would like to get 
involved in any of our initiatives.  

Autumn Social 

 

Autumn Social 
On Thursday 12 September, we enjoyed catching up with some of our members at Coppa Club 
in Tower Bridge to discuss:  
 

● Career aspirations, 
● How to navigate office politics, and 
● Avoiding burnout. 

 
Going forward, we will set discussion points for each social so that we can all share advice and 
learn from each other’s experiences. Join us at the next one - details will be shared soon! 

Pillar 1: Prospective 
accounting 
qualification students 

 

ICAEW Roundtable with Annaliese Dodds MP 
Monique (NGA Chair) attended an ICAEW roundtable with Shadow Treasury Minister, 
Anneliese Dodds MP and ICAEW CEO, Michael Izza, to discuss:  
 

● How the accounting profession can attract more individuals from low income 
backgrounds, 

● How tech is transforming the profession, and 
● How the accounting profession is perceived by others. 

 
It was great to share how NGA is contributing to better social mobility within accountancy and 
also to hear that the top accountancy firms including Deloitte, PwC, KPMG, EY and Grant 
Thornton have all implemented specific initiatives to ensure they recruit individuals from low 
income backgrounds. We would like to thank Anneliese for initiating this conversation with the 
ICAEW to ensure that action is being taken. We look forward to boosting social mobility even 
more going forward! 
 
 
 

 



NGA Website: 24 Role Models  
We now have 24 BAME accountants profiled on our website as part of our 
#MyAccountancyJourney campaign in our efforts to change perceptions and inspire more 
BAME students to consider accountancy as a career. Thank you to everyone who has taken 
part so far and please let us know if you would like to get involved! You can find the role 
models here: www.newgenaccountants.com/campaign. 
 
Careers Sessions with YDWC 
During September, Monique delivered a careers session at the Department for BEIS in 
Westminster to students from universities such as LSE, Cambridge, UCL and more. There 
were 30 students in the room and more than 100 dialling in. We look forward to speaking at 
many more of these events in the future. The event was organised by Horatio Georgestone 
who is a civil servant and Founder of Young Diverse World Changers. 
 
Graduate Brochures  
Monique and Bina (NGA member) we’re interviewed by the ICAEW to share their career 
journey so far and their words of wisdom with students considering accountancy as a career. 
Check it out here: https://fal.cn/341mj  

Pillar 2: Accounting 
qualification students 

 
 

CABA: Pitching New Wellbeing Ideas 
In August, Yousra Abdelmoneim (NGA member) and Monique attended CABA Charity’s board 
away day to share the issues millennials face regarding wellbeing and provide advice to CABA 
on what they could do to increase their support to young accountants. Please let us know if you 
have any ideas! The two also filmed some vlogs to provide their tips and lessons learnt. Check 
them out here: 
How to cope during busy season at work: https://youtu.be/FA9kfMV5A5w 
How to progress your career: https://youtu.be/kFI1r1V57n0 
How to conquer the ACA exams: https://youtu.be/NU3BGJzPxEU  
 
Mental Health Webinar 
Monique took part in a live webinar at the ICAEW titled “Stories, Stigma and Support” where 
she shared her journey to managing good mental health whilst studying for the ACA 
qualification. The live webinar was also recorded and will be released via our social media 
platforms soon. 
 
The Importance of Setting Career Goals by Vincent Egunlae  
Our NGA member and also the Director of the Chartered Accountants Student Society London 
(CASSL), Vincent Egunlae, wrote an insightful blog post for CABA about goal setting.  
Check it out here: 
https://www.caba.org.uk/help-and-guides/blog/importance-setting-career-goals-vincent-egunlae 

Pillar 3: Qualified 
accountants 
 

Economia Magazine 
We were delighted to be featured on the front cover of July’s edition on the renowned ICAEW 
Economia magazine! The article featured our pillar 3 leads Aaron Townsend and Alice Olafare 
who shared their journey to pursuing accountancy as a career. Read the full article here: 
https://bit.ly/2Y047hE  
 
Black History Month at the ICAEW 
October is #BlackHistoryMonth and it is great to see that the ICAEW has recognised the 
importance of honouring African and Caribbean history by flying the Pan-African flag over it’s 
One Moorgate Place building. Inside the building Black History Month facts are being displayed 
on the plasma screens such as information on the relationship between the accountancy 
profession and the slave trade and details on the windrush generation. Monique has also been 
profiled on the screens as an ICAEW inspirational Black Chartered Accountant for her work 
promoting diversity within the accountancy profession. 

NGA activities outside 
of London  
 

BASE competition  
In July our Regional Lead, Aisha, attended the ICAEW BASE competition in Birmingham to 
mentor young participants. BASE is ICAEW’s free national business and accounting 
competition for 16-17 year olds across the UK. An exciting experience where students take part 
in team challenges; giving them an understanding of what it’s like to be an ICAEW Chartered 
Accountant whilst developing their key employability skills. 

 

http://www.newgenaccountants.com/campaign
https://fal.cn/341mj
https://youtu.be/FA9kfMV5A5w
https://youtu.be/kFI1r1V57n0
https://youtu.be/NU3BGJzPxEU
https://www.caba.org.uk/help-and-guides/blog/importance-setting-career-goals-vincent-egunlae
https://bit.ly/2Y047hE


An interview with 
Former ICAEW 
President, Paul Aplin 
OBE 

 
 

An interview with Paul Aplin OBE 
Paul grew up in the West Country, and went to a ‘secondary modern’/comprehensive school 
where he studied O- Levels (GCSE’s) giving him the chance to go on to study A-levels. 
However things didn’t go according to plan and in fact Paul got 2 grade E’s - “the lowest grade 
to pass with”. Whilst he had university offers they all fell through, however in clearing he was 
offered a place at the then ‘Cambridge College of Arts and Technology’ (now Anglia Ruskin 
University) to study biochemistry. Upon graduating Paul remembers the difficulties in securing 
a job in science back in 1978, and so “applied for every job within the local newspaper every 
week”.  
 
See the rest of the interview in the attached document. Please let us know if there is a senior 
leader you would recommend for us to interview. 

Upcoming Events 
 
 

I#MyAccountancyJourney Leeds Launch 
We are excited to announce that we are launching officially in Leeds in November! Are you                
currently considering accountancy as a career? Then this event is for you. 
The event will feature candid conversations on the following: 

● Inspiration for those who are deciding whether to pursue accountancy, and 
● Actionable takeaways on how to interview for a new role and progress once selected.  

 
Date: Monday 18 November 2019 
Time: 5.30pm – 8.30pm 
Location: PwC, Central Square, 29 Wellington Street, Leeds, LS1 4DL  
Register: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/new-gen-accountants-leeds-launch-myaccountancyjourney-ticke
ts-76657942971?aff=Newsletter 
 
The Impact of Tech on Accounting and Finance Roles  
Are you a working professional? If yes, then this event is for you! Digital transformation is                
affecting the roles of auditors, accountants, and other financial professionals and how they             
carry out their roles. One of the most comprehensive studies on the skills gap has found that                 
one third of job roles will be transformed. Therefore we are holding an event to hear from: 

1) Thought leaders on how technology will transform the roles of accounting and            
finance professionals, and 

2) Accounting and finance professionals who have already taken action to upskill. 
 
Date: Monday 25 November 2019  
Time: 6pm – 9pm 
Location: 25 Bank Street, Canary Wharf, London, E14 5JP 
Register: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-impact-of-tech-on-accounting-and-finance-roles-tickets-7667
5908707?aff=Newsletter 

NGA Success Story 
 

One of our members who received interview tips from Aaron at the ICAEW ACA Prospects: 
What’s Next event earlier this year - recently secured a job offer! We hope to provide useful tips 
and advice to many more of our members. 

Connect with us 
 

Whatsapp: Please respond to this email if you would like to join our whatsapp group 
Twitter: www.twitter.com/newgenaccount  
Instagram: www.instagram.com/newgenaccountants  
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/new-gen-accountants  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/newgenaccountants (newly launched!) 
Website: www.newgenaccountants.com 

NGA Team! 
Please reach out to us if you 
have any questions or 
concerns – we are here to 
help! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.twitter.com/newgenaccount
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